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STAFF REPORTER n
KONDAGAON

In view of the rising heat,
authorities in Kondagaon

district on Friday advised the
mahua collectors for not igniting
the forest fire.

Usually, during March and
April, Mahua flowers fall on
grounds and the collectors
handpick them. They often ignite
controlled fire under trees in
order to clear a patch of ground
for collecting it easily, it may be
noted. Meanwhile, the Keshkal
Forest Division authorities said
that when the fires spread
uncontrollably, they disrupt the
natural cycle and affect the quality
of the wood.

In that course, small
medicinal plants also get
destroyed, and wildlife is also
affected, the divisional authorities
said. They said, a fire control cell
had been established and people
are being educated about fire
safety even through street plays.

Authorities warn against igniting
forest fire for Mahua collection
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RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh chief secretary, Amitabh Jain on Friday asked
the officials to take strict action against individuals

obstructing public roads for private celebrations including
birthday parties, community feasts, and unauthorized
pandals.

While addressing a high-level meeting held at the
meeting hall in Chhattisgarh assembly premises, he said,  roads
are meant solely for transportation and any traffic disruption
on roads will result in severe legal consequences against
disruptors.

He directed concerned officials to enforce stringent legal
measures such as imposing heavy penalties on violators and
initiate an extensive public awareness campaign to curb such
disruptions.

The chief secretary made it clear that any unauthorized
occupation of roads will invite immediate action under anti-
encroachment act, motor vehicle act, municipal
act and also under relevant sections of the
Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita 2023.

He directed authorities to seize vehicles used
in such gatherings, impose substantial fines on
organizers and initiate judicial proceedings
against offenders.

To ensure systematic enforcement of rules,
he also directed the police department to draft
a standard operating procedure (SOP) for
immediate intervention and strict monitoring.

Recognizing the need for public
cooperation, Jain directed the Public Relations
Department to launch a statewide multimedia
awareness campaign via television, radio,
newspapers, and social media.

He further warned that if such incidents
persist, concerned administrative and police
officials will be held accountable.

The meeting was attended by Additional

Chief Secretary (Home), Manoj Pingua, Director General of
Police Arun Deo Gautam along with senior officials of the
Transport, Urban Administration, Law, and Public Relations
Departments.

CS orders for strict action against traffic disruptors
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The Congress in Chhattisgarh will
stage protest against the

Enforcement Directorate (ED) on
March 1 and March 3 as they devised
strategies in a meeting on Friday.

As per party press release on March
1, the party cadres will burn effigies of
the anti-money laundering agency in
all districts and will gherao its office
located in Raipur on March 3.

Actually, this move of the party is
against the alleged targeted action
being taken by the ED against its
leaders. 

As many as 70 persons, including
some Congress leaders, are under
scanner in the alleged liquor scam that

was going on during 2019-2022, in the
state.

Congress to protest against ED today
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Opposition Congress
members on Friday

created ruckus in the House
charging ‘recce’ of Congress
legislator and PCC chief
Deepak Baij.

All the 16 opposition
MLAs were suspended from
the House amid
pandemonium and they later
boycotted the proceedings

for the entire day.
As soon as the House

assembled in the morning,
the Congress MLAs leveled
allegations that the central
agencies are doing a ‘recce’ of
their party leader Baij.

The legislators started
raising slogans against the
state government over the
issue and Congress MLA
Umesh Patel charged that
the ‘recce’ of the residence of
their leader was done last

night at the behest  of the
state government.

Patel also charged the
state government of
intimidating the opposition.

Meanwhile, the Speaker,
Raman Singh, who was in the
chair, tried to pacify them
and asked to raise the matter
later on after the Question
Hour.

However, Congress
members didn’t listen to the
speaker and was demanding

immediate discussion.
The opposition members

continued to create a din
when the House reassembled
and later on they entered the
well of the house under
leadership of its leader,
Charandas Mahant, leading
to their  suspension.

Congress members who
were ousted from the
Assembly on the orders of the
Speaker didn’t return for the
proceedings. 

House uproarious on ‘recce’,
Congress MLAs suspended 

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Atop leader of a frontal
organization linked with

the banned CPI (Maoist)
terrorist outfit has been
arrested by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
in a Chhattisgarh terror
funding case, NIA sources
informs it on Friday. 

As per agency sources, the
NIA had apprehended Raghu
Midiyami, leader of Moolwasi
Bachao Manch (MBM), on
Thursday in connection with
its probe in the said case.

Actually, the Chhattisgarh
government banned the MBM
in October last year under the

Chhattisgarh Special Public
Security Act, 2005, agency
sources said.

In November 2023, the
Chhattisgarh Police had
arrested and charge-sheeted
two accused in the same case,
it added.

The police had recovered
Rs 6 lakhs cash from the two,
identified as members/ Over
Ground Workers (OGWs) of
MBM, the central probe

agency sources also said.
Later, the case was taken

over by NIA in February 2024,
it said.

Subsequent investigations
had revealed Midiyami to be
the leader of MBM.

The outfit has been
engaged in collection, storage
and disbursal of funds for CPI
(Maoist), for furthering their
anti-India agenda, the
statement said.

As per NIA investigations,
Midiyami was the nodal
person for distribution of the
funds at the local level for
staging and sustaining CPI
(Maoist) led protests, it added.

Further investigation into
the case is underway.

NIA nabs Maoist leader for terror funding


