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Former India head coach Ravi
Shastri has picked India as the
favourites in Sunday’s Champions
Trophy summit clash against New

Zealand but pointed out that the advan-
tage will be miniscule, given that the
Black Caps are a formidable side.

India, who have played all their match-
es here, stormed into the final with an 
all-win record, and defeated Australia 
in the semifinal. 

New Zealand, who finished second
behind India in Group A after losing their
league match, secured their spot in the
final with a one-sided win over South
Africa in the second semifinal in Lahore.

“If there is one team that can beat
India, it’s New Zealand,” Shastri said in
‘The ICC Review’. “So India start as
favourites but only just,” he said referring
to the final, which will be a rematch of
the 2000 Champions Trophy title clash,
where New Zealand triumphed by four
wickets in Nairobi.

The 62-year-old, who has seen both
teams evolve over the years, picked four
players from the New Zealand squad 

who could make a difference in the 
high-stakes final.

He singled out Rachin Ravindra, call-
ing him “immensely talented”, Kane
Williamson for his “stability and calm-
ness like a saint”, and captain Mitchell
Santner, whom he described as an “intel-
ligent” leader who can influence the game
alongside Glenn Phillips, who could be
the X-factor for the team.

Shastri also highlighted Virat Kohli’s
current form as a potential game-
changer, while also acknowledging
Will iamson’s abil ity to seize 
crucial moments.

“Now (on) current form, Kohli. When
these guys get hot and you let them get
their first 10 runs, then they’re trouble.
Whether it’s Williamson, whether it’s
Kohli,” Shastri said.

“So from New Zealand, I would say
Williamson. To an extent, Ravindra, he
is a fabulous young player.”

“But these guys when they smell 
the coffee and you let them, in a final, 
get to that 10-15, then they are doubly 
dangerous” Shastri said.

Ravindra, at just 25, has already accu-
mulated five centuries in ICC 50-over

tournaments — the youngest to achieve
the feat.

“I just like the way he moves in the

crease,” Shastri said. “There’s an element
of fluency, which is fabulous to see. He’s
either forward, he’s back, he’ll cut, he’ll

sweep it, play the quicks well and he’s got
a very good temperament.

“You don’t get hundreds in big tourna-
ments like this just like that. You’ve got
to have something up your sleeve, and I
think he’s immensely talented.”

Apart from his batting prowess, for-
mer skipper Williamson’s leadership and
calm demeanour make him a vital asset
for New Zealand in the final.

The veteran has been in red-hot form
with scores of 81 against India and 102
in the semifinal versus South Africa.

“He’s very stable and there’s an element
of calmness, a no-nonsense element
about him the way he goes about his job,”
Shastri said.

“He’s like a saint, a sage, just sitting,
meditating. Lot of people look at the big
shots, I look at the way he moves in the
crease. There is an element of fluency.

“Joe Root when he’s batting at his best.
He’s forward, back. Kohli (as well).
When people move in the crease, the
footwork is sound.

“It’s a joy to watch. And then with their
experience, their talent, the volume of
runs they’ve got, doesn’t matter what for-
mat they play,” added Shastri.

Shastri also made special mention of
Santner, who has impressed in his first
ICC event as New Zealand captain.

“He’s an intelligent man. And I think
this captaincy suits him,” Shastri said. “It
just adds that edge to him as a batter, as
a bowler, as a cricketer.

“So I think it’s a smart move by New
Zealand opting for that and just the way
he goes about his job, like I said, he’s a
good reader of the game, is an intelligent
bloke and should be there for some time
for New Zealand.”

Shastri also didn’t hold back his admi-
ration for Phillips’ ability to turn a
match around single-handedly as he
also picked him as one of the Player-of-
the-Match contenders alongside India’s
Axar Patel and Ravindra Jadeja.

“Player of the Match, I would go for an
all-rounder,” he said in The ICC Review.
“I’ll say Axar Patel or Ravindra Jadeja
from India.

“From New Zealand, I think that
Glenn Phillips has something up. He
might just show flashes of brilliance in
the field. He might come and smash a
cameo of 40, 50 and probably surprise
you by taking a wicket or two.” 

Ravi Shastri picks India as favourites against New Zealand 
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Days after cricketer Mohammed
Shami was criticised for not
observing roza (fast) in the month

of Ramzaan during the ICC Champions
Trophy (CT) semi-final match against
Australia, veteran lyricist Javed Akhtar
voiced his support for the bowler asking
him to pay no attention to “reactionary
bigoted idiots”.

Shami, who is part of the Indian squad
for the ongoing ICC Champions Trophy
tour, was spotted consuming an energy
drink as the match was underway in
Dubai on Tuesday. 

After the visual of the lead pacer went
viral on social media, the national presi-
dent of the All India Muslim Jamaat,
Maulana Shahabuddin Razvi Barelvi, said
Shami had committed a sin by not fast-

ing during the Islamic holy month of
Ramzaan. Akhtar, known for openly
voicing his opinions, advised the cricketer
to ignore all the negativity and praised his
performance in the game. 

Shami saheb, do not give a damn to
those reactionary bigoted idiots who
have any problem with your drinking
water in a burning afternoon at a cricket
field in Dubai. 

“It is none of their business. You are one
of the great Indian team that is making us
all proud My best wishes to you and 
our whole team,” he wrote in an X 
post on Friday.

India emerged victorious in Tuesday’s
match, becoming the first team to quali-
fy for Sunday’s final. The Men in Blue will
fight it out with New Zealand to claim the
Champions Trophy for the third time
(2002 and 2013). 
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Thomas Bach says he feels a rare calm
in his final weeks as IOC president
even as a “new world order” gains

speed ahead of the 2028 Los 
Angeles Olympics.

Bach led the International Olympic
Committee through two locked-down
Games in a global pandemic and several
affected by Russian doping and military
aggression, among other crises.

His successor will be elected March 20
and inherit an IOC financially secure with
future Olympic hosts that today look stable
and reliable.

Still, the biggest event for the next IOC
president — the LA Summer Games —
could yet challenge Bach’s faith in the
Olympics’ power to unite the world in peace-
ful competition and mutual acceptance.

“We have a new world order in the mak-
ing, and this making… will not happen
without rumbling,” Bach said this 
week, without criticising US President
Donald Trump.

Signature Bach policies have been gender
parity and inclusive acceptance of all 206
national teams, plus refugee athletes. Political
neutrality is an ideal Bach clings to even 
as Trump has warned of denying visas
to athletes based on the government’s 
gender interpretations.

“I am also convinced that President
Trump and his administration will fully sup-
port the Olympic Games,” Bach told 
The Associated Press in a rare interview 
at IOC headquarters.

“He likes sport, so there I don’t see a risk.”
The American people, Bach added, “appre-
ciate and love that the Games are about sport
but they are about more than sport. They
will want to welcome the athletes from all

over the world.”
The IOC has defended female boxers

Imane Khelif and Lin Yu-ting — the Paris
Olympic gold medalists. Both had been dis-
qualified from the 2023 world champi-
onships run by the Russian-backed
International Boxing Association, which said
they failed eligibility tests.

“These two women boxers have been
born as women, they have been raised as
women, they have competed as women and
nobody ever claimed even that they are
transgender,” Bach said in AP’s 
interview. “What happened there was a
Russian-led misinformation campaign
which then distorted the truth, the facts and

now we have this unfortunate situation that
these two athletes are considered to be trans-
gender. But. They. Are. Not.”

Before the Paris Olympics, Bach warned
of “deeply disturbing” trends, including “nar-
row self-interests trumping the rule of law.”

“What I see is very heated discussion in
the United States,” Bach told the AP. “But
this is for the citizens of the United States
to have. Our values are very clear and on
those values the Olympic Games are
based.”

Pandemic and Russian doping
Bach’s presidency since 2013 saw two
Games impacted by Covid-19; one shad-
owed by Korean political tensions; several
affected by Russian doping and military
aggression; and one almost implode with a
chaotic local organising team in Rio de
Janeiro that pulled the IOC into vote-buy-
ing allegations.

IOC president sees ‘new world order’ ahead of LA Olympics

Javed Akhtar ask Shami to
not pay attention to criticism
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Speculation is rife on the ODI future of skip-
per Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli after the
Champions Trophy (CT) but vice captain

Shubman Gill on Saturday said the Indian dress-
ing room is not discussing retirement of the two
modern-day greats.

Kohli and Rohit are still batting strong in the
format but it is being discussed in cricketing cir-
cle that if India wins the Champions Trophy,
both the batters or at least one can call time on
his career. 

“There is no talk about retirement in the
dressing room, now,” Gill said during the pre-
match press conference ahead of the Champions
Trophy final against New Zealand on Sunday. 

Gill feels privileged to be a part of “best bat-
ting line-up” but said the depth in their order
allows the top three to express themselves freely.

“This is the best batting line up I am part of.
Rohit is one of the best openers (in the world)
and Virat, we need not tell about him. But our
team has depth in batting and that allows the
top order to bat with bit more freedom,” Gill,
India’s most prolific 50-over batter in the last two
years, said. 

On the match front, Gill is aware of the huge
pressure on them to win the trophy but exud-
ed confidence that they will come up trumps
unlike 2023 ODI World Cup which they lost to
Australia.

“We are all excited for the final. Last time we
could not win the 50 over World Cup but we
are determined to win this time,” he said. 

No discussion on Rohit and
Kohli’s retirement: Gill
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