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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav stated that Madhya
Pradesh has emerged as a

state with immense potential in
the textile and apparel industry.
The state's rich agricultural back-
ground, the exquisite craftsman-
ship of traditional weaving com-
munities, a modern industrial
base, and investor-friendly poli-
cies are propelling it to the fore-
front of this sector. Through
well-planned government efforts,
Madhya Pradesh is rapidly
emerging as one of India’s lead-
ing textile and garment hubs. The
Global Investors Summit 2025
will further accelerate this indus-
trial journey by showcasing the
opportunities available in the
state to investors worldwide.
Dr. Yadav emphasized that
Madhya Pradesh’s textile indus-
try is not limited to production
alone but is creating a compre-
hensive value chain—from raw
material production to garment
manufacturing and global
exports. He noted that Madhya
Pradesh contributes 43% to
India’s and 24% to the world’s
organic cotton production. This
not only highlights the state’s
capacity but also positions it as an
ideal location for environmen-
tally sustainable and high-qual-
ity textile production.
The Chief Minister highlighted
that Madhya Pradesh leads in
cotton production while its silk
industry is steadily expanding.
The state produces over 200 tons
of silk annually, promoting both
traditional handlooms and mod-
ern silk products. Additionally,
Madhya Pradesh is advancing

rapidly in modern synthetic fibre
production, which is boosting
technical textiles and speciality
fibre manufacturing.
Yadav also mentioned that the
PM Mega Integrated Textile
Region and Apparel Park (PM
MITRA), being developed in the
Dhar district, will provide a new
dimension to the state’s textile
industry. Spanning 2,100 acres,
this park will offer world-class
infrastructure for textile and gar-
ment industries. It will not only
attract significant investments
but also enhance the state’s com-
petitiveness on a global scale.
The Chief Minister pointed out
that the identity of the state’s tex-
tile industry is not limited to
large-scale production units; its
traditional crafts are also a sig-
nificant strength. Exquisite hand-
loom products like Chanderi,
Maheshwari, Bagh print, Batik
print, and Zari-Zardozi reflect
Madhya Pradesh’s rich heritage.
Efforts are underway to bring
these crafts global recognition.
Maheshwari sarees, Bagh prints,
and Chanderi cotton have already
received GI tags, strengthening
their branding and market posi-
tion.
The state boasts over 60 large
textile mills, more than 4,000
looms, and 25 lakh spindles.
Cities like Indore, Bhopal, Ujjain,
Dhar, Dewas, Gwalior,
Chhindwara, and Jabalpur are
emerging as key textile hubs.
Indore’s ready-made garment
cluster has become a major unit
with over 1,200 enterprises. The
Apparel Design Centre and
Special Economic Zone in
Indore are providing a compet-
itive edge to industries.
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In significant relief to private
school operators, the Rajya
Shiksha Kendra (RSK) has

extended the deadline for
accreditation applications.
Schools can now apply without
an additional charge until
February 10, while the deadline
for applications with a late fee
has been set for February 14.
Currently, around 61% of
schools have applied for accred-
itation. Ajit Singh, President of
the Private School Association,
stated that of the state’s 34,000
schools, more than 17,000 have
submitted applications.
However, many schools are yet
to apply. Singh urged all school
operators to apply promptly to
avoid complications.
Singh also warned that over
18,000 schools in the state are at
risk of closing. These schools,

which have operated for years
under the state’s accreditation,
now face difficulties due to the
stringent renewal process, par-
ticularly for classes one to eight.
Singh criticised the state's
approach, calling it oppressive
for school operators and staff.
Singh further pointed out that
while the Right to Education Act
2009 ensures free education,
the state's requirement of a fixed
deposit of 30,000-40,000 rupees
and registered lease agreements
reflects a growing trend of treat-
ing education as a business.
Many schools are unable to
meet these demands, putting
their accreditation in jeopardy.
Singh's claims aside, officials at
the district education depart-
ment in Bhopal said the reluc-
tance of school operators to
share the details of their opera-
tions stems from the profits
they make in the name of edu-
cation.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav stated that Madhya
Pradesh is rapidly emerg-

ing as a strong StartUps hub,
working in alignment with
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi's vision for industrial
development and job creation.
The state government is prior-
itizing innovation, entrepre-
neurship, and employment gen-
eration by adopting effective
strategies to foster a StartUps
culture that aligns with the
aspirations of young entrepre-
neurs. 
Yadav emphasized, "Our goal is
to transform Madhya Pradesh
into a 'Center for StartUps and
Innovation,' providing young
entrepreneurs with a supportive
environment and comprehen-
sive assistance to turn their
ideas into successful businesses".

Dr. Yadav highlighted the sig-
nificance of the upcoming
Global Investors Summit to be
held in Bhopal on February 24
and 25, calling it a landmark
event. Entrepreneurs and
investors from various countries
will participate, providing young
entrepreneurs exposure to inter-
national technologies and inno-
vations, thereby giving Madhya
Pradesh's StartUps new momen-
tum.
The Chief Minister further
mentioned that StartUps will
not only contribute to the state's
economic growth but also cre-
ate new employment opportu-
nities for the youth. "We are pro-
viding financial support, a
robust policy framework, and
modern infrastructure to foster
the growth of start-ups in the
state, and our government is
taking concrete steps in this
direction. This will promote
innovation and help young

entrepreneurs realize their
dreams."
Key Initiatives Under the MP
StartUp Policy:-
Yadav explained that the 'MP
StartUp Policy and
Implementation Scheme' is in
place, offering financial assis-
tance, infrastructure support,
and policy backing to start-ups.
According to the new policy,
StartUps are eligible for finan-
cial assistance of up to 18% of
the total investment (maximum
18 lakh rupees). This support is
provided in different stages of
start-up development, with up
to four stages eligible for assis-
tance. The policy also includes
financial incentives, infrastruc-
ture support, and capacity-
building programs.
Additionally, StartUps are
exempted from experience and
turnover requirements in gov-
ernment tenders and are not
required to submit earnest

money deposits. The govern-
ment is also waiving mandato-
ry license and permit fees and
giving StartUps priority in gov-
ernment procurement for two
years.
Yadav emphasized that Madhya
Pradesh's abundant power,
water, and natural resources
make it an ideal destination for
investors. The state's connec-
tivity with major industrial cor-
ridors ensures smooth and cost-
effective transportation of
goods, offering a strategic
advantage to companies looking
to expand their businesses.
Madhya Pradesh, recognized
as the 'Heart of India,' houses
over 300 industrial parks and
boasts a population of over 80
million, making it a hub of tal-
ent. The state is home to 1,287
industrial training institutes,
1,373 government and private
colleges, and prestigious insti-
tutions like IIT and IIM, pro-

ducing thousands of graduates
annually. Special programs are
being conducted to foster inno-
vation and entrepreneurship
among school and college stu-
dents, ensuring they receive the
right guidance and resources at
an early stage to successfully
establish their StartUps.
Achievements and Future Goals:
Dr. Yadav proudly shared that
the state's commitment to pro-
moting start-ups has resulted in
over 4,900 recognized StartUps
operating in Madhya Pradesh.
Special industrial parks have
been developed for sectors like
IT, semiconductors, textiles,
automobiles, and solar energy,
creating a favourable environ-
ment for StartUps.
The Chief Minister outlined
the goal to increase the number
of StartUps registered under
'StartUp India' by 100% and to
promote StartUps in the agri-
culture and food sector by 200%. 
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Aware of the disdain in
which she was held by
members of the ruling

clan, Princess Aftab Jahan—the
Junior Begum of Bhopal—moved
to England in 1961, barely
months after the death of her
husband, Nawab Hamidullah
Khan.
The Nawab had married Aftab
Jahan, six years younger than his
eldest daughter, Abida Sultan,
despite opposition from his
daughters and first wife, Begum
Maimoona Sultan.
The elder Begum, a member of
a noble clan from Peshawar, was
estranged from the Nawab and
had moved out of Ahmedabad
Palace to live at an adjacent
Kothi.
Princess Abida Sultan, the heir
apparent and Commander-in-
Chief of the state forces, was espe-
cially critical of the alliance.
Sources close to the family say the
Nawab's courtship and wedding
were the prime reasons behind
her estrangement from her father.

The family believed that the
Nawab's actions were unbecom-
ing of both his stature and age.
Matters only worsened when the
newlyweds adopted a young girl
from a noble family.
The adopted child, named
Farzana Begum, remained, per-
haps, the one constant in Aftab's
otherwise chequered life, which
comprised of triumphs and
tragedies in equal measure.
Born into a noble clan from
Bhopal in the summer of 1919,
Aftab Jahan was enrolled at
Sikandaria Girls' School, where
Princess Abida Sultan was several
years her senior.
While most girls were married
when they were still in their
teens, the one thing that set
Aftab Jahan apart from the
women of her generation was
that she had remained unmarried
until a rather late age.
She was almost 28 at the time of
her Nikah with Nawab
Hamidullah Khan in January
1947, a turbulent time for the
princely state.
The timing of the wedding was

among the reasons that upset the
Nawab's heirs, as they believed
that His Highness should have
been more focused on the fast-
paced political changes that were
taking place in the country.
Isolated in his own clan, Nawab
Hamidullah Khan had weighed
his options and diversified his
risks in the years leading up to
1947 by making substantial
investments in the United
Kingdom.
Sources close to the family in
England say that the Nawab had
prepared for all eventualities by
making arrangements for a com-
fortable retirement in London,
investing in houses and a sizeable
shareholding in the Rootes
Group, a car manufacturer based
in the West End of London.
Aftab Jahan was privy to this
information.
The family troubles came to a
boil in 1950, prompting Princess
Abida Sultan's migration to
Pakistan, a few months after
Nawab Hamidullah Khan ceded
control of the state to the
Dominion of India.

Old-timers say Abida Sultan's
move to Pakistan came hours
before she was scheduled to pre-
sent a ceremonial salute to His
Highness, who would be accom-
panied by his young wife. The
princess, however, viewed the
salute as an insult and preferred
to leave the country and her
domineering father's shadow.
With so much happening in
quick succession after her wed-
ding, the Nawab's family regard-
ed Aftab Jahan as the bearer of
unhappy tidings for the clan.
They never pronounced her
name and only referred to her as
'that woman.'
Following the death of Nawab
Hamidullah Khan, Aftab Jahan
chose to keep the former ruler's
estate in the United Kingdom as
her share of his properties. She,
ostensibly, became a British sub-
ject in 1961.
Family sources in England, how-
ever, say that she spent most of
her time in Pakistan, where she
stayed with her adopted daugh-
ter Farzana Begum, who was

married in that country.
While little is known of the
Nawab's houses in England, the
sources say the shareholding in
the Rootes Group provided
princely annual returns that
Aftab Jahan spent on herself
and those close to her, both in
England and in Pakistan.

Family grapevine suggests that
Aftab Jahan's visits to England
grew infrequent after an insult-
ing showdown with her nephew
(sister's son), who had, purport-
edly, received a large sum when
Aftab Jahan dissolved the hold-
ings in the Rootes Group.
On subsequent visits to England,
Her Highness, as she insisted on
being addressed, was forced to
put up with a distant relative from
Bhopal, who was married into
the Royal House of Tonk.
Having lived out a destiny that
saw her rubbing shoulders with
royalty across continents, Her
Highness was laid to rest in a
lonely grave in Karachi in 2002.
Fewer than a dozen mourners
were present.
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With the Global Investors
Summit fast approach-
ing, Divisional

Commissioner Sanjeev Singh
on Saturday reviewed prepara-
tions at the District Panchayat
Auditorium to ensure all aspects
of the event are meticulously
organised.
The meeting was attended by a
host of top officials in the district,
including Collector
Kaushalendra Vikram Singh,
Municipal Commissioner
Harendra Narayan, ADM
Siddharth Jain, CEO of Smart
City Anju Arun Kumar, and
CEO of District Panchayat Ila
Tiwari.
During the meeting, Singh
stressed the importance of effec-
tive traffic management and
clear arrangements for entry

passes. He highlighted the need
for all visitors to be provided with
precise details about their entry
times and locations to ensure a
smooth experience for everyone.
The Commissioner also
reviewed the preparations relat-
ed to entry check points, the
main venue, and overall traffic
control. 
Singh said that the endeavour
must focus on smooth and coor-
dinated functioning of guest
services during the length of the
event.
In addition, Singh called for
special lighting arrangements to
be made at government offices in
Bhopal, enhancing the city’s
ambience and ensuring it is both
attractive and well-organised
during the summit.
To ensure the seamless move-
ment of guests, the Divisional
Commissioner stressed the need

for special training sessions for
drivers. This training will help
them become familiar with the
routes to key locations such as
the event venue, hotels, and
parking areas. Furthermore,
buses used for transporting
guests will prominently display
names of destinations they were
headed for.
Lastly, Singh instructed that
experienced facilitation officers
be appointed to assist with coor-
dination during the event, ensur-
ing smooth communication and
efficient management of all
aspects.
With the countdown to the
Global Investors Summit under-
way, the preparations in Bhopal
are shaping up to welcome thou-
sands of guests who will attend
the key event scheduled to be
inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on February 24.
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Debris remains strewn
in the streets of the
Motinagar area of the

state capital, where a massive
anti-encroachment drive was
carried out by the district
administration on Sunday
morning.
Barricades remained in place
as a joint operation team,
drawn from various arms of
the district administration,
oversaw demolition pro-
ceedings which lasted over
eight hours.
Sources said over a hundred
shops had been demolished
as part of the operation,
which remained out of
bounds for the media, with
police personnel restricting
movement within a one-
kilometre radius of the
demolition site.

The demolition is part of the
proposed widening of the
Subhash Nagar Bridge and
the construction of a third
railway arm, which requires
clearing 384 homes and 110
shops in the area. While the
shops have been demol-
ished, the homes will be
demolished over the next
few days.
The proposed infrastruc-
ture project has come under
stringent criticism from
Congress leader Manoj
Shukla, who accuses the
government of political bias.
Shukla had earlier submitted
a memorandum to the dis-
trict administration, arguing
that the demolition is caus-
ing great distress to residents
in the area.
He had also questioned the
timing of the operation,
which he said coincided

with weddings and school
exams. Hundreds of police
officers and district admin-
istration officials were
deployed to supervise the
operation, which employed
10 JCBs, two large excava-
tors, 25 dumpers, and 50
loading vehicles to transport
debris. Police officials stood
guard at both ends of the
Subhash Nagar Bridge.
Originally scheduled for 4
February, the demolition
had been delayed for two
days due to a shortage of
police forces, during which
residents began removing
their belongings voluntarily.
With the first step of the
demolition complete, resi-
dents say they can only pray
for divine intervention to
prevent their houses from
being pulled down by the
administration.
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Bhopal: Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has said that Late
Ramdayal Prajapati made his
identity as a great public repre-
sentative. He is known for his
noble deeds and exemplary con-
duct. The views expressed by var-
ious public representatives and
citizens towards him after his
demise also prove that he was a
hard-working personality.
Chief Minister Yadav was
addressing the meeting organ-
ised to pay tribute to Late
Ramdayal Prajapati at Hindi
Bhavan on Sunday evening. CM
Dr. Yadav said that he has been
associated with Prajapati since
the year 1994-1995. He
impressed everyone with his

work and conduct as the
Chairman of Bhopal Municipal
Corporation and Chairman of
Mati Kala Board. He believed in
taking everyone along. This was
a unique quality of his person-
ality. CM Dr. Yadav paid floral
tribute to the picture of late
Prajapati.
Senior MP VD Sharma told
during the Shraddhanjali Sabha
(tribute meeting) that Late Ram
Dayal Prajapati always fulfilled
the responsibilities assigned to
him with the feeling of a work-
er. Organisation General
Secretary Hitanand Sharma said
that late Prajapati, despite being
a senior leader, was known for
his simple behaviour. He also

used information technology
mediums suitable for the mod-
ern era efficiently. MLA
Bhagwandas Sabnani and other
speakers also addressed the trib-
ute meeting.
On this occasion, senior leaders
Suresh Pachauri, Shailendra
Pradhan, Umashankar Gupta
and PC Sharma, corporators,
officials of various social organ-
isations of Bhopal, family mem-
bers and friends of late Prajapati
were present in large numbers.
The tribute meeting was con-
ducted by former 0MP Alok
Sanjar. Two minute silence was
also observed in the tribute
meeting for the peace of the soul
of Late Ram Dayal Prajapati.
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