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STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo

Sai said on Wednesday that
the Bastar Pandum will be
a milestone in establishing
peace in the Naxal-hit
region.

He said this at an event in
which he released the logo
of the ‘Bastar Pandum 2025’
and its booklet in Assembly
premises in Raipur. 

Pandum commenced on
March 12 in all seven dis-
tricts of the Bastar division.
It is being held as part of
efforts to preserve the
unique culture of the
region.

Sai said that the event will
bestow the cultural her-
itage on the new generation
and provide a strong plat-
form to elevate local artists.
It will also provide a close
look into the real life of
Bastar.

He added that the devel-
opment of Bastar and con-
necting its people to the
mainstream was the top

priority of his government.
He also spoke of the pro-

visions in the state budget
to eradicate Naxalism and
works done to provide basic
needs in sensitive areas
through the Niyad Nellanar
scheme. The event will hold
competitions in three phases
and seven genres—tribal
dance, song, drama, music,

costumes and jewellery exhi-
bition, crafts-painting and
tribal cuisine.

The first phase will be held
at the Janpad level from
March 12 to 20, the second at
the district level from March
21 to 23 and the final phase
at the division level from
April 1 to 3 in Dantewada dis-
trict.

Bastar Pandum to be a milestone
in establishing peace: CM

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Opposition Congress mem-
bers on Wednesday creat-

ed a ruckus in the legislative
assembly over the allotment of
Kelo Reservoir Project land to
Jindal Steel and Power Limited
after making changes in its
land use.

The issue was raised in the
house by Umesh Patel, and the
Revenue Minister, Tankram
Verma, replied that he was
unaware of any change in land
use and its allotment to the
industry. Congress legislator

and former Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that it
was surprising that the minis-
ter was unaware as the change
in the land use could not be
made without the consent of a
committee formed by the min-
ister. It is a serious matter and
a House Committee probe must
be ordered, Baghel demanded
from the chair.

The revenue minister, reply-
ing to the demand, announced
a departmental probe but the
opposition members dissatisfied
with the announcement staged
a walkout still demanding a
House Committee probe.

House uproarious over allotment of land to JSPL

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

The Congress legislators in the
Chhattisgarh Assembly on

Wednesday demanded a CBI probe into
the alleged irregularities in the distrib-
ution of compensation for land acqui-
sition for the Bharatmala road project.

MLAs also staged a walkout after the
BJP government turned down their
demand of a CBI or a House Committee
probe even after accepting the irregu-
larity.

The issue was raised by Leader of
Opposition Charandas Mahant during
the Question Hour.

The state government admitted that
irregularities in the land acquisition in
a few villages in Raipur caused a loss of
Rs 43.19 crore to the Union govern-
ment.

Further, it was accepted that a com-
pensation of more than Rs 350 crore was
paid, and funds were misappropriated
in the execution of the entire
Bharatmala project.

A few officials were suspended, but
the CBI needs to probe the entire mat-
ter, the Congress leader Mahant
demanded.

In his reply, Revenue Minister Tank
Ram Verma said the notification for
land acquisition for the Raipur-
Visakhapatnam economic corridor
under the Bharatmala project was
issued in January 2020 and the compen-
sation was awarded on March 18, 2021.

As complaints were received pertain-
ing to the distribution of compensation,
the Raipur collector was tasked to con-
duct a probe in August 2022, he said.

The minister accepted that irregular-

ities were committed in the land acqui-
sition process, such as the partition of
land after the issuance of notification for
acquisition, on-paper acquisition of
already acquired land, and allocation of
compensation to persons other than the
actual owner.

As per the probe report received from
Raipur Collector on April 26, 2024,
compensation had been distributed by
dividing 13 original Khasras (land
tracts) into 53 small plots in the village

Nayakbandha, he said.
The probe report also mentioned

that the government suffered a finan-
cial loss due to the inclusion of cases
of purchase and sale after the issuance
of the initial notifications and approval
of compensation by preparing fake
transfers of ownership on back dates,
he said.

Based on the investigation report,
action was taken against the guilty offi-
cers, the minister said.

Mahant then said that as the minis-
ter was accepting that there were
irregularities, an FIR should be regis-
tered against the guilty officials and a
case should be handed over to CBI.

The minister replied that the govern-
ment will ensure a thorough probe by
the Raipur Divisional Commissioner,
and no one will be spared.

The Leader of Opposition further
demanded from the Speaker that at
least a probe by a House Committee
must be ordered. However, the
Revenue Minister reiterated that the
matter is being probed by the
Commissioner and that was suffi-
cient. Dissatisfied with the answer,
Congress members later staged a walk-
out from the House.

STAFF REPORTER n
MAHASAMUND

Atotal of 77 special backward tribal villages
in Chhattisgarh Mahasamund district now

have complete electricity connections thanks to
the Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya
Maha Abhiyan (PM JANMAN), the government
said on Wednesday.

About 330 settlements of these villages did not
have electricity. Electricity had not reached a
majority of them since independence. 

The authorities, now, are planning to improve
other essential facilities, such as roads, drink-
ing water and health services. 

The villagers expressed hope that the changes
would bring more comfort and convenience to
them.

Under the PM JANMAN scheme, a target has
been set to provide basic facilities
to all the backward and remote
villages of the country.

Congress seeks CBI probe into
Bharatmala land acquisition scam

PM JANMAN illuminates 77
backward tribal villages


