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Gangesh Kumar Dwivedi, a veteran journalist in Chhattisgarh, has joined
The Pioneer (English edition) in Raipur as Managing Editor on Saturday. Director
& Editor of The Pioneer Chhattisgarh edition, Sujeet Kumar (left in the image)
extending greetings to him.                                                                  Pioneer Photo

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIGARH

Apopular ‘Chai-wala’ (tea
vendor) has been elected

as the mayor  (first citizen) of
Chhattisgarh’s industrial town
Raigarh as the results of
municipal elections for 173
urban bodies announced on
Saturday.

Jeevardhan Chouhan, was
fielded for the mayoral post in
the Raigarh Municipal
Corporation against Congress’
Janki Katju.

Chouhan runs a tea shop
in the city.

Chouhan, who joined the
saffron party in 1996, is
secretary of the state BJP’s
Scheduled Caste unit.

During the poll campaign,

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
also visited Chouhan’s place
and made tea there.

He defeated Congress’
Katju by the margin of 35,065
votes.

Chouhan bagged 56,311
votes against Katju’s 21,946

votes.
After victory, Chuhan said

that we will make a work plan
for the development of Raigarh
city.

Chouhan said, “I will solve
the peoples’ grievances from
his ‘chai dukaan’ (tea shop).

‘Chai-wala’ becomes
Mayor of Raigarh

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR/PRAYAGRAJ

Ten pilgrims from
Chhattisgarh’s Korba

travelling in a Sports Utility
Vehicle (SUV) were killed in a
head-on collision with a bus on
a highway at the Meja police
station area near Prayagraj late
Friday night, police said.

A senior police official
said the devotees were heading
to the Maha Kumbh for taking

a holy dip when the SUV they
were travelling in collided
head-on with a bus on the
highway. All the 10 people
travelling in the SUV died in
the accident, while those in the
bus suffered minor injuries, the
official said.

While four of the deceased
were identified based on their
Aadhaar cards, six were
identified on the basis of
information provided by their
relatives.

10 pilgrims from Korba
killed in accident 

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

The Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) in

Chhattisgarh called for speeding
up the process of issuing trade
licences at the fifth meeting of
the National Traders Welfare
Board held in New Delhi.

CAIT National Senior Vice
President Amar Parwani
provided the details in Raipur
on Saturday. He represented
Chhattisgarh in the meeting.

Chhattisgarh's traders have
also called for a speedy GST and
GST refund process, he said.

He said that traders should
get the same benefits as
industrialists get in MMAE,
and welfare schemes for traders
should be implemented as soon
as possible.

“The meeting emphasised
raising awareness about the
positive impact of the Union
Budget on Micro Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)”
he said.

It also decided to establish
Traders Welfare Boards in every
state to provide traders the
benefits of welfare schemes, he
said.

CAIT calls for
speedy trade

license process

STAFF REPORTER n
BIJAPUR

ACRPF's personnel of
CoBRA unit was injured

after an improvised explosive
device (IED) planted by
Naxalites exploded in
Chhattisgarh's Bijapur district,
police said on Saturday.

The blast occurred on
Friday late evening when a
team from the 202nd battalion
of CoBRA (Commando
Battalion for Resolute Action,
an elite unit of Central Reserve
Police Force was out on an area
domination operation from
its Nambi camp, an official
said.

He said as the patrolling
team was cordoning off the
forest, Constable Arun Kumar
Yadav inadvertently stepped
over an IED, triggering the
blast.

The official said the
injured constable was given

preliminary treatment and
airlifted to Raipur for further
care. His condition is, however,
out of danger, he said.

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

AIIMS Raipur’s College of
Nursing organized a state-

level conference on Nurses’
Role in Shaping the Future of
Oncology Care.

Nursing expert Dr. Sarma
Subathra from AIIMS
Bibinagar presented insights
on the paradigm shift in
cancer incidence and
treatment.

Lt. Gen. Ashok Jindal
(Retd), the Chief Guest,

emphasized the vital role of
nurses in delivering
compassionate care to cancer
patients, especially addressing
the challenges faced by
economically disadvantaged
communities. He also
commended AIIMS Raipur’s
comprehensive cancer care
facilities, which include
advanced diagnostics and
state-of-the-art treatment
options.

The conference featured
expert sessions on
advancements in cancer
treatment, radiation oncology,
and metastatic bone cancers.
A panel discussion addressed
common oncological
emergencies, with specialists
from various medical fields
contributing their expertise. 

Conference on nurses’
role in cancer care held

Jawan injured in
IED blast in Bijapur

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Former mayor of Raipur
and Congress candidate

Aijaz Dhebar on Saturday lost
the post of corporator of
Raipur Municipal Corporation
(RMC) in the civic body polls
held here. 

RMC, which has 70 wards,
is among 10 corporations of

Chhattisgarh where civic body
polls were held on February 11
for the post of mayor and ward
corporators.

Dhebar contested for the
RMC’s corporator post from Pt
Bhagwati Sharan Shukla Ward
No-57. BJP’s Amar Gidwani
was fielded against Dhebar.

Dhebar bagged 3,374 votes
while Gidwani secured 4900
votes. Dhebar lost the election

by margin of 1526 votes.
Besides this, 60 BJP

candidates, seven Congress
and Akash Tiwari among three
independent candidates won
the posts of corporators in the
70 wards of RMC.

As many as 10,36,118
voters including 5,18,954 male
and 256 transgender voters in
Raipur city were eligible to
exercise their franchise.

Ex-mayor Aijaz Dhebar lost

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

In a major setback to the
ruling BJP in Chhattisgarh,

the saffron party on Saturday
lost Kunkuri nagar panchayat
in Jashpur district, the home
turf of Chief Minister Vishnu

Deo Sai, in the civic body poll
results here.

Kunkuri nagar panchayat
comes under Kunkuri
assembly segment from where
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai is MLA.

Kunkuri is among 114
nagar panchayats in which

urban body polls were
conducted on February 11.

The saffron party had
fielded Sutbal Yadav against
the Congress candidate
Vinaysheel for the post of
chairman.

The Congress candidate
defeated Yadav by a margin of
81 votes.

BJP lost at CM Sai’s home turf
Besides this, 

60 BJP candidates,
seven Congress and
Akash Tiwari among
three independent
candidates won 

the posts of
corporators in the 
70 wards of RMC

Vinaysheel


