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In a humanitarian effort
aimed at alleviating the pain
of those suffering from life-

threatening diseases, the dis-
trict health administration has
decided to train ASHA workers
to provide doorstep services to
patients.
The health workers are receiving
five-day training to equip them
with knowledge about elderly
healthcare and palliative care,
enabling them to deliver these
services more efficiently at the
community level. Doctors, nurs-
ing officers, and community
health officers have already been
trained.
ASHA workers are a crucial part
of the community. Through
them, patients will receive phys-
ical, mental, social, and spiritu-

al counselling services.
Additionally, they will provide
guidance on managing pain,
breathlessness, bleeding, nau-
sea, vomiting, constipation, diar-
rhoea, wound care, bedsores,
and perineal care. Patients and
their families will also receive
counselling and awareness on
patient care and medication use.
Palliative care is primarily need-
ed for patients suffering from
heart disease, cancer, severe res-
piratory diseases, AIDS, and
diabetes. It is also essential for
conditions such as kidney failure,
chronic liver disease, rheumatoid
arthritis, neurological disorders,
dementia, congenital anomalies,
and drug-resistant tuberculosis.
Palliative care improves the qual-
ity of life for patients with severe
illnesses, as well as for their fam-
ilies and caregivers.
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With flyovers and ele-
vated metro rail links
creating miles of dark,

redundant spaces beneath
them, now may be the last
chance for city administrators
to repurpose them into places
that add to the urban aesthet-
ic.
Urban planners and researchers
opposed to flyovers argue that
road and rail linkages are detri-
mental to urban settlements, as
they create vast stretches of neg-
ative space that soon degener-
ate into eyesores.
As a living example of their
concerns, the city has lost miles
of premium urban land to
these infrastructure projects,
which seem to consider these

negative spaces as the collater-
al residents must pay for the
'modernisation' of their neigh-
bourhoods.
The latest example is the poor-
ly lit, bumpy stretch under the
Ambedkar Flyover and the par-
allel elevated metro rail corri-
dor at MP Nagar. With the
majority of commuters now
opting for the newly opened
elevated road, vehicular traffic
below the flyover has thinned
out considerably, with motorists
choosing to steer clear of the
poorly planned space, which
resembles a tunnel-like maze of
metro and flyover pillars.
Dozens of accidents, including
several fatalities, during the
long construction process did
little to push urban planners
and Public Works Department

(PWD) officials to improve
the design of the flyover, which
has cost the city over Rs 150
crore.
Though the latest and most
expensive, the Ambedkar
Flyover is not the only urban
planning misadventure in the
city. Over the last couple of
decades, the state capital has
been beset by several similar
projects that residents say are
driven by populism rather than
a cohesive urban vision.
The space beneath the Royal
Market Flyover has been taken
over by the homeless, stray cat-
tle, and abandoned cars. One
end of this flyover has been
'allotted' to a liquor vend, while
the other serves as an open uri-
nal for passersby.
The situation at Karond flyover

is even worse. Civic authorities
have yet to remove construction
debris that has simply settled
into lumps on the road beneath
the flyover, turning the area into
a nightmare for commuters.
At the Arif Nagar flyover, squat-
ters and ubiquitous pan shops
have sprung up, and a part of
the space has also been turned
into a makeshift shanty.
The neglect is only natural, as
flyover projects, as of now, do
not include the planning of
spaces underneath them, which
could so easily be turned into
badminton courts or even
adorned with plantations to
counter urban pollution.
Those in the know say that part
of this neglect is inherent in the
process followed by the PWD
during the pre-construction

stages of any project.
They claim that even if stringent
pre-qualifications are laid down
for companies bidding for these
construction contracts, the
department has no transparent
mechanism to assess the expe-
rience of officials managing
these multi-crore projects.
As a result of this shortcoming
in the process, city residents are
often left with no option but to
learn to live with this mega-
wastage of hard-earned public
money.
At a time when the city is des-
perately trying to attract
investors to participate in its
growth story, we hope urban
planners are listening and will
soon respond with a cohesive
plan for these negative spaces in
our midst.
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Leader of Opposition
Umang Singhar, while
addressing a press confer-

ence, criticized the Madhya
Pradesh government for its
silence on ongoing scandals in
the state. He stated that while
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
speaks of "zero tolerance" for
corruption, multiple scams con-
tinue to surface in Madhya
Pradesh without any discussion
in the state assembly.
Singhar specifically pointed to
the transport scam, alleging that
ministers, officials, and con-
tractors were involved in an
illegal collection of Rs 1,500
crore annually. He accused the
BJP government of attempting to
cover up the scam, as no con-

crete action has been taken so
far.
He further alleged that key doc-
uments recovered from Saurabh
Sharma have not been investi-
gated, and his arrest was delayed
by 41 days. Additionally, the call
detail records (CDR) of Sharma’s
phone have not been released,
which could potentially expose
links to senior officials and
politicians.
According to Singhar, Govind
Rajput was at the center of this
racket, with all dealings being
conducted from his office. He
claimed that between 2019 and
2024, Rajput amassed properties
worth over Rs 600 crore under
the names of his wife, children,
and relatives. In 2023, Rajput
allegedly concealed assets worth
Rs 134 crore in his affidavit. He

was also accused of misusing the
Gyan Veer Committee for land
transactions under the guise of
donations. Further, Singhar
alleged that Rajput and his busi-
ness partners purchased prop-
erties in Delhi’s Defence Colony
and that a Union Minister
received Rs 2 crore monthly
from the transport department.
Singhar demanded an impartial
investigation into the scam and
strict action against those
involved. He also announced
that the Congress would for-
mally present a complaint
regarding the matter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
Bhopal. The Madhya Pradesh
Congress has called for a high-
level probe into the scam and
stringent action against all cor-
rupt officials and politicians.
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With still ten days to go
before the start of
the Global Investors

Summit, the conclave is
already bringing cheer to peo-
ple in Bhopal, many of whom
have found employment as the
city readies itself to welcome
guests for the key meeting.
Pintu, who has been painting
black-and-white stripes on
the roadside from Mata
Mandir Square to New
Market, says, "I have been
doing this work for the past
month. If such events keep
happening in the city, we will
continue to get work."
Vinod, who is working along-
side him, adds, "We were
unemployed for months, but
now we are earning ?500 per
day for eight hours of work.
The entire city is still under
preparation. It is great that the
government is thinking about
us."Rajkumar, a painter with
two decades of experience,
remarks, "Since Modi ji is

coming to Bhopal, the city is
being beautified. Leaders of
this stature should visit at
least 12 times a year so that we
continue to have work."
Jairam Singh, who is painting
the walls of Shaurya Smarak,
states, "The painting season
usually comes around Diwali,
but something big is happen-
ing in the city this time, with
Ambani and Adani attending.
Whatever it may be, all we
know is that the Mohan gov-
ernment is giving us work."
Bipin, who is trimming the
grass inside Shaurya Smarak,
says, "Many people hope to get
jobs after the summit, but we

are already earning.
If the government's
planning is right, we
will continue to get
work. We are very
happy."
Rakesh Maurya, a
50-year-old watering
the trees inside the
memorial, states, "I
don’t have to wander
in search of work

anymore. What could be bet-
ter than this? Right now, we
have plenty of work, and if this
continues, there won’t be any
problems."
Anuj Kumar, who is trimming
roadside trees, shares, "I am
working for a daily wage of
?400. Money is important,
but what matters more is get-
ting regular work. Right now,
I am earning well, and for that,
I thank the government."
Ballu Yadav, who is helping
repair broken pavement
blocks near the CM House,
says, "Work is progressing at
a rapid pace. We are working
day and night, and there’s a lot

of pressure. Bhaiya, talk later—
just know that we are getting
paid ?700, and there’s no fixed
schedule."
Preparations for the upcoming
guests—whether it is setting
up the tent city or Indira
Gandhi Rashtriya Manav
Sangrahalaya—are underway
on a war footing. Additionally,
people are being hired for
hotel cleaning and other relat-
ed work.
Currently, in the capital city,
several tasks such as road
repairs, painting stripes, wall
paintings, cleaning, installing
signboards, waste disposal,
and signal and streetlight
repairs are creating numerous
employment opportunities.
The summit, scheduled for the
last week of February, will see
participation from PM Modi,
top business minds, and over
10,000 attendees. In addition
to the event itself, people will
gain employment before, dur-
ing, and after the summit—an
indirect yet significant bene-
fit of this grand occasion.
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Bhopal: A newborn girl, aban-
doned in a dustbin with her
throat allegedly slit by her
maternal grandmother in
Rajgarh district last month, has
been saved through timely twin
surgeries and round-the-clock
medical care at a government
hospital in Bhopal.
The infant, just a day old when
she was found, suffered severe
injuries to her neck muscles. A
team of paediatric surgeons at
Kamla Nehru Hospital in
Bhopal performed two life-sav-
ing surgeries last month, fol-
lowed by continuous medical
supervision. The hospital staff,
moved by her resilience, named
her ‘Pihu.’
Dr Dhirendra Shrivastava, head
of the paediatrics department at
Kamla Nehru Hospital, said,
“Though we’ve successfully
treated abandoned newborns in
the past, this case was particu-
larly critical. The wounds
weren’t superficial but very
deep, causing damage to the
neck muscles.
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Bhopal: BJP state media in-
charge Ashish Usha Agarwal has
responded to the press confer-
ence held by Leader of
Opposition Umang Singhar,
accusing him of once again
resorting to baseless allegations.
Agarwal stated that Singhar’s
claims were both laughable and
contradictory, given that he him-
self has been surrounded by var-
ious accusations.
He pointed out that during the
15-month tenure of the Kamal
Nath-led Congress government,
Singhar faced allegations of cor-
ruption related to purchases,
transfers, and postings in his own
ministry. Furthermore, when
Singhar was appointed Congress
in-charge for Jharkhand, even his
own party leaders accused him of
selling election tickets.

Agarwal further criticized
Singhar’s inconsistency, stating
that he was the same leader who
once called former Chief Minister
Digvijaya Singh a liquor mafia,
sand mafia, and blackmailer, yet
now shares the stage with him.
He challenged Singhar to first
respond to the allegations of
corruption and misconduct lev-
eled against him before making
accusations against others.
He stated that the Congress party
is synonymous with corruption. "C
for Congress, C for Corruption," he
remarked. He alleged that every
member of Congress's first fami-
ly—Rahul Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi,
Priyanka Gandhi, and Robert
Vadra—is either out on bail or fre-
quently visiting courts and inves-
tigative agencies in connection
with serious corruption cases.
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Madhya Pradesh, the
heart of India, has
emerged as a prime

investment destination for
entrepreneurs from India and
abroad. The state offers a pros-
perous economy, world-class
infrastructure, investor-friend-
ly policies, and special incentive
schemes, providing limitless
investment opportunities. To
showcase these investment
opportunities, a two-day Global
Investors Summit (GIS) 2025 is
being organized in the state cap-
ital, Bhopal. The summit will be
inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and will bring
together investors from across
the globe. Madhya Pradesh is
dedicated to creating a business-
and industry-friendly environ-
ment, ensuring ample invest-
ment opportunities and long-

term growth. The state is
emerging as a key hub for sec-
tors such as tourism, pharma-
ceuticals, automobiles, mining,
dairy, and food processing.
Madhya Pradesh ranks among
the top 10 states in India's
Export Preparedness Index and
holds the 4th position in the
World Bank’s Ease of Doing
Business rankings. Being a part
of the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor, the state has signifi-
cant opportunities in logistics
and industrial development.
With a strong rail and road net-
work and six commercial air-
ports operating over 100 flights
daily, Madhya Pradesh offers
seamless connectivity at both
national and international lev-
els.
Madhya Pradesh boasts abun-
dant reserves of coal, diamonds,
copper, iron ore, and graphite.
The state is India's largest pro-
ducer of copper, manganese,

molybdenum, and diamonds.
The government is focusing
on key industries such as agri-
culture and food processing, IT,
tourism, textiles, warehousing &
logistics, automobiles, pharma-
ceuticals, and aerospace &
defense.
The state houses 8 food parks,
a 15-million metric ton ware-
housing capacity, and cold stor-
age covering 3,54,000 square
meters, making it an attractive
investment destination.
Madhya Pradesh is India’s sec-
ond-largest state and leads in
organic farming, producing
27% of the country's total
organic output. Indore has con-
sistently been ranked India’s
cleanest city, and Bhopal is the
cleanest capital. Additionally,
the state's large population
makes it a vast consumer mar-
ket.
Madhya Pradesh offers 1.25
lakh hectares of industrial land,

of which 19,011 hectares have
already been developed. The
state has 76 developed, 19 devel-
oping, and 13 proposed land
banks spread across 5 growth
centers. It also has 6 major
inland container depots, with a
warehousing capacity of 24 mil-
lion metric tons.
Being an energy surplus state,
Madhya Pradesh generates 31
GW of electricity, 20% of which
is clean energy, ensuring unin-
terrupted power supply to
industrial zones.
Madhya Pradesh has made sig-
nificant progress in road infra-
structure, with a network
exceeding 500,000 km, includ-
ing 46 national highways. The
state operates over 550 trains
daily and has 2,32,344 km of
rural roads, ranking 5th largest
in road connectivity in India. In
Madhya Pradesh, key industri-
al corridors include Atal
Progressway & Narmada

Expressway, Delhi-Mumbai
Industrial Corridor, And
P i t h a mp u r- D h a r- M h ow,
Ratlam-Nagda, Shajapur-
Dewas, and Neemuch-
Nayagaon industrial zones. To
boost industrial growth and
job creation, four investment
corridors are being developed
namely Bhopal-Indore, Bhopal-
Bina, Jabalpur-Katni-Satna-
Singrauli, and Morena-Gwalior-
Shivpuri-Guna.
Madhya Pradesh is among
India's leading states in Ease of
Doing Business rankings,
offering a highly favorable
business environment.
Regulatory processes have
been digitized to facilitate busi-
ness operations, including
online registration, licensing,
and approvals. The Invest
Madhya Pradesh portal is inte-
grated with the National Single
Window System, further
boosting investor confidence.
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