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PTI n CHENNAI

Rishabh Pant and
Shubman Gill cleansed
months of hurt, anxiety

and disappointments of
varying nature with
emotional hundreds on the
third day to place India in a
prime position to win the first
Test against Bangladesh here
Saturday.
Gill (119 not out) and Pant
(109 led the hosts' run glut
with an alliance of 167 for the
fourth wicket that helped
India, overnight 81/3, declare
their second innings at 287
for 4 for an overall lead of 514.
Bangladesh showed some
spunk in their second innings
to reach 158 for four when
play was called off at 4.25 pm
due to bad light. They still
need a whopping 357 runs for
the result to be in their favour.
Skipper Najmul Hossain
Shanto (51) and Shakib Al-
Hasan (5) were manning the
crease for the visitors, and the
day could have ended on a
better note for them have they
been a slightly more judicious
in shot selection against star
off-spinner R Ashwin (3/63).
But let's forget the match
situation and those dreary
numbers for a while to cast a
deeper look into the story of
the day.
The hundreds by Pant and
Gill stood as a testimony of
these two fine young men's
will to rise above towering
personal obstacles that would
have strangled the ordinary.
Pant's turmoil has been
widely-documented after that
horrifying car crash in
December 2022, and the way
he reacted after reaching his
sixth Test hundred with a two
off Shakib Al-Hasan
underscored the value he
attached to the knock.

Pant stood near the middle of
the pitch with closed eyes, an
upward tilted head and a
raised bat – offering a silent
prayer, perhaps, to the Lord
above for returning life and
cricket to him.
Gill watched the whole scene
from a fair distance, as he did
not want to invade into an
intensely private moment of
his partner.
Soon, the two brave-hearts
melted into a warm embrace

as Chepauk erupted.
Perhaps, the moment stood
also as a tribute to Pant
equalling Chennai's very own
'Thala' MS Dhoni's record for
the most Test hundreds by an
Indian wicketkeeper-batsman
– six.
Compared to Pant's, the
struggles of Gill have been
less pronounced as they were
more mental than physical in
nature, stemming primarily
from the lack of confidence in

himself in the traditional
format.
However, since making that
hundred against England at
Visakhapatnam earlier this
year, Gill seemed to have
turned a corner and he
further validated that journey
upwards with his fifth Test
hundred, fetched through a
single off Mehidy Hasan
Miraz.
But while Gill, beginning
from overnight 33, and Pant,

starting from 12, were in the
office, all these feelings were
hidden as it was time to enjoy
the sight of them taking down
Bangladesh bowlers in their
contrasting methods.
The left-hander started rather
sedately, looking to get his eye
in before opening up.
The breakaway moment came
when Pant pulled off-spinner
Miraz for a four around the
first drinks break of the day.
Since that point, Pant's

dismantling of Miraz became
a feature of the innings as he
brought up his fifty off 88
balls.
Once the fifty was achieved,
the 26-year-old unfurled
some of those typical Pant
shots.
Pant moved around the crease
like a trapeze artist, and his
scooped six over fine leg off
Hasan Mahmud enthralled a
sizeable weekend crowd here.
He was dropped on 72 by
Shanto off Shakib but that was
not even a deterrent. He duly
completed his ton before
offering a return catch to the
hard-working Mehidy.
Minimalism is quintessential
to Gill's batting as he plays
shots with little flourish.
The short-arm pull from in
front of the face or that zero
follow-through punch
through the covers, which he
often executed off pacers
Nahid Rana and Hasan,
might not be out of the
batting manual but were
productive nonetheless.
Gill milked a further 53 runs
off 51 balls with KL Rahul for
the fifth wicket to take India's
lead past 500.
However, Bangladesh, tasked
with a tall chase, showed
better application than in
their first innings. Shanto
took it upon himself to lead
their fightback.
But his colleagues,
particularly the set Zakir
Hasan (33) and Shadman
Islam (35), threw their
wickets away with callous
shots.
Shanto, though, was not
fluttered and creamed
Ashwin for three sixes, and
the swept one among them
earned him fifty off 56 balls as
the final passage was played
under floodlights because of
poor light. 

Pant, Gill put India in command with emotional hundreds

Gurbaz and Rashid
lead Afghanistan to
first ODI series win
over South Africa

PTI n NEW DELHI

Skipper Harmanpreet
Singh, who powered India

to a second successive bronze
medal in hockey at the
Olympics in Paris, was on
Saturday nominated for the
FIH Player of the Year Award.
The 28-year-old ace drag-
flicker, who was the top scorer
at the Paris Olympics with 10
goals from eight matches, had
previously won the award
twice in a row from 2020-22.
"It is a great honour to be
nominated for the FIH Player
of the Year Award again," the
Indian defender stated in a
Hockey India release. "While
I am elated to be named
among some of the best
players in the world, I would
like to acknowledge that it
would not have been possible

without the support of my
team.
"All the goals I have scored in
the FIH Hockey Pro League,
and the Paris 2024 Olympic
Games are because the team
created those goal-scoring
chances for me," he added.
Harmanpreet has been
nominated along with the
Dutch duo of Thierry
Brinkman and Joep de Mol,
Hannes Müller of Germany
and Zach Wallace of England.
All international matches
held in 2024, including Test
matches, the FIH Hockey Pro
League, FIH Hockey Nations
Cups, FIH Hockey Olympic
Qualifiers and the Olympic
Games were taken into
consideration.
The calm and composed
India captain scored seven of
his 10 goals through penalty

corners while the remaining
three goals were penalty
strokes.
Harmanpreet described the
Paris Olympics as the
pinnacle of his career,
expressing gratitude to his
team for its unwavering
support during challenging

times, including his struggles
with penalty corners in the
previous World Cup.
"The Olympic Games in Paris
was not just the highlight of
the year, but the highlight of
my whole career so far. The
team has always had my back,
especially during the World
Cup last year where I couldn't
get a goal from penalty
corners.
"But the team didn't let me
wallow or blame myself in any
way and while there were a lot
of reasons to perform at the
Olympics and come back with
a medal, I always had it in the
back of my head that I needed
to repay the faith the team has
placed in me," he revealed.
Following a short breather
after the Olympic Games,
Harmanpreet led India's title
defence at the Hero Asian

Champions Trophy 2024 in
Moqi, China.
Leading the team by example
again, he scored seven goals
in as many games and was
named Player of the
Tournament.
At the end of the tournament,
Harmanpreet stood at the
pinnacle of the sport having
amassed a staggering 205
goals in 226 matches for the
country, a feat only achieved
by legends of the sport, Major
Dhyan Chand and Balbir
Singh Sr.
"The aim is to bring back the
glory days of old. We will
leave no stone unturned in
order to realise this dream but
we cannot do it on our own;
we need support from our
fans," he said.
"As the team prepares for the
next Olympics cycle, I urge

Harmanpreet nominated for FIH Player of the Year  

Bhui inches towards
hundred, Iyer scores fifty
to consolidate vs India B
PTI n ANANTHAPUR

Ricky Bhui was 10 runs
short of his second

successive hundred as India
D's overall lead swelled to
311 against India B, when
stumps were drawn on the
third day of the Duleep
Trophy encounter here on
Saturday.
Shreyas Iyer also showed
some form with a purposeful
half-century for India D,
scoring 50 off 40 balls. 
At stumps, India D scored
244 for 5 in their second
innings with Bhui unbeaten
on 90 off just 87 balls with 10
fours and three sixes to his
credit.  Earlier, India B were
all out for 282 in their first
innings in reply to 'D's first
essay of 349.
Starting the day at 210 for 6,
Washington Sundar (87) ran
out of partners as none of the
tail-enders stayed long
enough to give him an
opportunity to complete his
hundred. Washington's 140-
ball knock was studded with
seven fours and a six.
Left-arm spinner Saurabh

Kumar, who has been on the
fringes for a long time
finished with 5 for 73 while
Arshdeep Singh couldn't add
to his overnight tally of three
victims. 
In the second innings, India
D had quickly slumped to 18
for 3 by the start of the fourth
over but Iyer and Bhui
counter-attacked with great
disdain, adding 75 runs in
just 10.3 overs.
Iyer was finally holed out by
Mohit Avasthi off Mukesh
Kumar, who took three
wickets despite going for 80
runs in his 13 overs. He hit
seven fours and a six. 
Bhui carried on from where
Iyer left as found an able ally
in Sanju Samson (45 off 53
balls), adding another 68
runs for the fifth wicket in
17.1 overs. Samson also hit a
couple of maximums apart
from his five hits to the fence.
Bhui was at his offensive best
when he was joined by young
Assam all-rounder Akash
Sengupta (28 batting) as they
added another 83 for the
unbroken sixth wicket in
under 13 overs.

AP n SHARJAH

Afghanistan won a one-day
international series

against South Africa for the
first time on Friday with a
game to spare.
The thumping 177-run
victory - Afghanistan's
biggest in ODIs by runs -
came just two days after
Afghanistan beat South
Africa for the first time.
Also, Rahmanullah Gurbaz's
105 made him the first
Afghan man to hit seven ODI
hundreds.
Their strong total of 311-4 in
sweltering heat was followed
by South Africa being all out
for 134 in the 35th over.
Leg-spinner Rashid Khan,
who injured his hamstring
while batting, celebrated his
26th birthday with 5-19 and
left-arm spinner Nangeyalia
Kharote claimed 4-26.
Afghanistan will eye a series
sweep in the final ODI on
Sunday.
"I had a hamstring (injury),
but I tried my best to stay on
the ground and do my best for
the team," Rashid said.
"It was a great opportunity for
us to win the series against a
big team … I really enjoy
youngsters like Kharote and
(Allah) Ghazanfar, we share
ideas with them. It was great
to see youngsters coming up
and showcasing talent on the
big stage against South

Africa."
Gurbaz and then Azmatullah
Omarzai laid the foundation
for Afghanistan's first 300-
plus score against South
Africa in an ODI.
Gurbaz and Rahmat Shah
combined for a 101-run for
the second wicket.
The 90s brought some nervy
moments for Gurbaz. On 99,
he played a maiden over from
Bjorn Fortuin then swept
Aiden Markram to square leg.
He celebrated his century by
making a heart shape with his
hands and blew a kiss to his
teammates in the dressing
room.
Nandre Burger made the
breakthrough when he
bowled Gurbaz for 105 off
110 balls, including 10
boundaries and three sixes.
But Gurbaz's exit brought on
Omarzai.
He hit an unbeaten 86 off 50
balls, while Shah added 50 off
66. Omarzai smashed six sixes
and five fours as Afghanistan
scored 93 runs in the last 10
overs.
"Congrats to our nation,"
captain Hashmatullah
Shahidi said. "We're happy
here and all people back home
will be happy. In the batting,
the way Gurbaz started and
then Rahmat and Omarzai
carried on, all of them were
very good. When it comes to
bowling, I know the spinners
will deliver it for me."

Ronaldo helps Al-Nassr win 
in new coach Pioli's first game
AP n RIYADH

Cristiano Ronaldo opened
the scoring as Al-Nassr

defeated Ettifaq 3-0 and gave
Stefano Pioli victory in his first
game as coach of the Saudi
Arabian club on Friday.
The Italian, who led AC Milan
to the Serie A title in 2022, was
appointed on Wednesday to

succeed Luis Castro. The
Portuguese coach was
dismissed the previous day due
to Al-Nassr's slow start to the
season with just one win in
three Saudi Pro League games.
Ronaldo, who missed Al-
Nassr's 1-1 draw in the AFC
Champions League Elite with
Al-Shorta of Iraq on Monday
due to a viral infection, fired

home from the penalty spot
after 33 minutes for his third
goal of the season. 
In the second half, Salem Al-
Najdi and Anderson Talisca
added to the scoreline.
The defeat was the first this
season for Ettifaq but the team
coached by Steven Gerrard
stayed third. Al-Nassr moved
to fourth. 

Indians to watch the sport
and support us," he added.


